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TIME FOR INTROSPECTION 

 

 

Professor Parthasarathi Chakrabarti, professor of electronics 
engineering at IIT (BHU) and former director of Motilal Nehru 
National Institute of Technology, Allahabad, took over as the first 
director of the Indian Institute of Engineering Science and 
Technology (IIEST), Shibpur.  But these are testing times for the 
institute in the absence of a functional board of governance. 

Our cover story on ‘Route 55’, IIEST’s own way of giving back takes 
us down memory lane as we head towards the sixth edition to be 
held on 30th Dec, 2018. 

We also lost a few of our alumni.  We offer our sincerest condolences 
to the departed souls. 

We also cover some of the achievements of our alumni from all 
walks of life. 

There is an article on Australia’s National Museum and a snippet 
from Japan. 

The 11th Annual General Meeting of GAABESU was held on 8th 
September, 2018 

Preparations for the Alumni Day slated to be held on 30th December, 
2018 is in full swing. 

We hope you will enjoy reading this edition! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editorial 
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ROUTE 55: GIVING BACK 10 KM 

RUN/WALK 
 

Debargha Sengupta |  1998  ARCH 

 

The Route 55 : Giving Back 10 Km Run/Walk is an annual event that 
aims to inspire the broader community to give back and while having 
fun.  This is an open non-competitive event centered around the Bus 
Route #55, which has been a key transport meridian for many in 
Howrah, including many connected to B E College Shibpur (aka BESU 
and IIEST).  This annual run started in 2013 on a whim is a uniquely 
new way to motivate folks to live well and do well. Through a 
partnership with a  social outreach program (the “Cause”), the 
participants will be also be running for something beyond their 
personal goals.  The run is open to everyone, the only prerequisite 
to participate is a minimum donation to the cause. 

Sramajabi Hospital has been identified as the “Cause” supported by 
Route 55 since 2014. Sramajibi Hospital aka Belur Sramajibi Swasthya 
Prakalpa Samity, located near the Howrah railway station, is an 
inspiring endeavor of the workers of a sick industrial unit that was 
closed.  With the partnership of the community and selfless service 
of many in the medical community, Sramajibi provides healthcare at 
extremely low costs to the underprivileged. Sramajibi has also 
received the 80 (G) Tax exempt status from the Income Tax 
Department of the Government of India. These contributions are at 
work in building a blood bank at Sramajibi Serampore, and to give 
health cards to the drivers and conductors of the bus route #55. 

Route 55 is still in its infancy and need the support of any and all to 
grow. In the past years, the initiative has had the support of many 
BEC/BESU/IIEST alumni and some institute officials. This is significant 

as unlike many other events, there are no serious felicitations of VIPs 
and no committees to thank. Our patrons participate simply for 
bragging rights for supporting a good cause, and perhaps a cool 
running shirt.   

 

Sign-up: 
====== 
All participants must sign-up by donating directly to Sramajibi 
Hospital. You must sign-up to participate, and agree to the 
applicable terms and conditions. 

https://www.sramajibihospital.org/donate-for-route55/ 

What is Included: 

=============== 
1. A cool running T-shirt - especially created for this event 

2. A medal for all finishers 

3. Loads of fun and networking opportunities with participants from 
around the world 

4. Most importantly - the satisfaction of doing something that makes 
a real difference 

Modes of payment: 

================= 
1. From Indian Bank Accounts/Cards: Payment can be made through 
PayUMoney Payment Gateway. 

2. International Bank Accounts/Cards: We are currently unable to 
accept money transfers and credit card payments from International 
Bank Accounts/Cards.  But, please call our volunteers noted on the 
registration/payment page for alternate arrangements. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/R55TheRoad2BEC/ 
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έকানও কাজই έছাট নয়! 

ইΝПিনয়ার যখন পিরচারক 
 

আদেত ΝϏপুরার বািসрা শГ কেলেজ পড়ার সময় έথেকই কলকাতার 
বািসрা। ১৯৯৭ সােল কেলজ ছাড়ার পর দীঘ κিদন চাকির কেরেছন 
বহΦ জািতক সংѸায়। 

িশবপুর িবই কেলেজর (অধুনা আইআইইএসΜট) ϕাЅনী। নামজাদা 
তথҝϕযΝুЅ সংѸায় কাজ কেরেছন, বই িলেখেছন। এখন িতিন িভтপেথ! 
έকানও কাজই έয έছাট নয়—িনেজর জীবেনর দৃѭাо িদেয় তা ϕমাণ 
করেত মিরয়া মধҝ চিѣেশর শГ করেভৗিমক।  

তথҝϕযΝুЅ সংοাо কােজর পাশাপািশ, শГ এখন রাѷায় দািঁড়েয় Μট-
শাটκ িবΝο কেরন। ზধ ুতাই নয়, ϕথম িবেѩর মেডেল উপযুЅ অেথ κর 
িবিনমেয় বাসন মাজা, রাтা করার মেতা ‘έডােমিѶক έহџ’ পিরেষবাও 
έদন িতিন।  

আদেত ΝϏপুরার বািসрা শГ কেলেজ পড়ার সময় έথেকই কলকাতার 
বািসрা। ১৯৯৭ সােল কেলজ ছাড়ার পর দীঘ κিদন চাকির কেরেছন 
বহΦ জািতক সংѸায়। আলাপচািরেত িতিন জািনেয়েছন, একটানা চাকির 
করেত করেত হািঁপেয় উঠিছেলন। 

শГ জানান ২০১৫ সােল িতিন Μঠক কেরন, চাকির έছেড় Ѿাধীনভােব 
জীিবকা িনব κাহ করেবন। έস জনҝ έকানও ছΦ ৎমাগ κ রাখেবন না। ওেয়ব 
έডেভলপেমেлর িϖলҝাх έযমন করেবন, έতমনই িনেজ Μট শাটκ ίতির 
কের রাѷায় দািঁড়েয় িবΝοও করেবন। শেГর কথায়, ‘‘বয়Ѵ মানুষেদর 
ডাЅার έদখােনা, έমিডেЉেমর কাগজপϏ সামেল হাসপাতােল ভিতκ 
করা, ϕাতҝিহক বাজার কের έদওয়ার έলাক থােক না অেনকসময়। 
িনিদκѭ অেথ κর িবিনমেয় এই পিরেষবাვিল িদই। বাসন মাজা, রাтা করার 
মেতা έডােমিѶক কাজও কির।’’ 

শГ জানান, έরাজগার έতা আেছই, িকᅀ পাশাপািশ, έকানও কাজই έয 
έছাট নয়, έসই বাত κাটাও িদেত চাইেছন িতিন। গত কেয়কবছের সব 
িমিলেয় তারঁ একটা বাজার ίতির হেয় িগেয়েছ। িনেজর মেতা কাজ কের 
ভালই আেছন। 

িবই কেলেজর ছাϏ হেয় এমন έপশায় আসার পথটা অবশҝ সহজ িছল 
না। আপিЫ জািনেয়িছেলন আЮীয়Ѿজন, ზভাথλেদর অেনেকই। 
শেГর কথায়, ‘‘বহΦ জািতক έকাѕািনর চাকির έছেড় এসব করব ზেন 
অেনেক নাক িসটঁেকিছেলন। বেলিছেলন, এ ধরেণর কাজ আমােদর 
মেতা মানুেষর করা মানায় না। ϕথম ϕথম তকκ কেরিছ। বেলিছ, িবেদেশ 
এვিল έকানও িবষয়ই নয়। তারপর হাল έছেড় িদেয়িছ। যােঁদর পিরেষবা 
িদই, তারঁাও ϕথেম চমকান। পের তা έকেট যায়।’’  

শেГর মেত, মধҝিবЫ বাঙািল এখনও অেনকেϠেϏ কূপমЦূক এবং 
িеচািরতায় পূণ κ। তারঁ কথায়, ‘‘িবেদেশ έকানও ছাϏছাϏী বা έপশাদারেক 
বরফ সরােনা বা έডােমিѶক έহেџর কাজ করেত έদখেল এই বাঙািলরাই 
ϕশংসা কেরন। অথচ, িনেজরা έসভােব ভাবেত পােরন না।’’ 

 

Source: https://ebela.in/state/engineering-student-now-working-as-
a-maid-in-tripura-1.865165?ref=hm-new-stry 

 

IIEST RANK GOES UP AFTER 

REVIEW 
 

The Indian Institute of Engineering Science and Technology has 
improved its ranking by nine notches following a review. 

The review petition was filed after the Shibpur institute slid from the 
17th to the 30th position among engineering institutes in a revised 
ranking prepared by the human resource development ministry.  
Now, the institute's rank is 21st. 

The institute had appealed to the ministry to upgrade its ranking, 
director Parthasarathi Chakrabarti said. 

"There is a window during which any institute which is not satisfied 
with the ranking can apply.  The institute concerned has to give its 
reasons.  We did that.  Early this week the ministry came up with the 
revised results, in which our ranking has improved," Chakrabarti 
said. 

The institute explained to a panel appointed by the ministry that it 
offers students in its five-year integrated dual-degree course an exit 
option after four years. "The panel appreciated that," Chakrabarti 
said. 
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Jadavpur University has ranked 12th on the list.  Last year, it had 
ranked ninth. 

IIT Kharagpur has ranked fifth. 

A better ranking might help IIEST get better students, a teacher of 
the institute said. 

Source: https://www.telegraphindia.com/states/west-bengal/iiest-
rank-goes-up-after-review/cid/1668681 

 

 
BOARD VACUUM BLOCKS IIEST 

EXPANSION PLAN 
 

The first full-time director of the Indian Institute of Engineering 
Science and Technology (IIEST), Shibpur, has decided to write to the 
Union human resource and development ministry for immediate 
reconstitution of the dissolved board of governors, citing how its 
absence has left his hands tied in decision-making. 

Parthasarathi Chakrabarti, who took charge of the institute in May, 
said the first few months of his term had been extremely restrictive 
without a board to back him up. 

"Four months have passed since I assumed this responsibility.  But 
the board has yet to be reconstituted.  I will soon write to the 
ministry to expedite the process of reconstituting the board. In the 
absence of a board, the institute finds it difficult to implement policy 
decisions," he told Metro . 

The first board of governors, chaired by the former ISRO chairman 
Koppillil Radhakrishnan, was dissolved on December 9, 2017, after 
completing a three-year term.  Before being upgraded to the status 
of an IIEST in 2014, the campus used to be known as Bengal 
Engineering and Science University. 

A team from the Shibpur institute had visited Delhi recently to speak 
to officials of the human resource and development ministry about 
the need to reconstitute the board of governors. The status-quo has 
continued, delaying infrastructural projects such as building new 
hostels, classrooms and laboratories. 

The shortage of hostel seats and classrooms has forced the institute 
to reduce its student intake in each of the past two academic years.  
The cut-off this year was 585, down more than 20 per cent from 735 
in 2015-16. 

According to a professor, IIEST Shibpur needs to urgently build 
hostels, classrooms, auditoriums and libraries but none of these 
proposals can be submitted for central funding without the board of 
governors endorsing them. 

"These projects entail expenditure of more than Rs. 300 crore and 
any proposal of that magnitude needs prior approval from the 
board. Without a board of governors in place, we are in limbo. We 
hope a letter from the director to the ministry will fast-track the 
process," the professor said. 

Like the National Institutes of Technology, IIEST Shibpur needs to 
sign a memorandum of understanding with the Union human 
resource development ministry to receive funding. 

The teachers' association had written to the special secretary 
(technical education) in February, explaining the situation the 
institute has found itself in. 

"The first board of governors was constituted in December 2014 
with K. Radhakrishnan as the chairman. The tenure expired on 
December 9, 2017.  The absence of the highest decision-making body 
is adversely affecting the functioning of the institute," states the 
letter signed by Susanta Kumar Parui, the secretary of the teachers' 
association. 

Source: https://www.telegraphindia.com/states/west-
bengal/board-vacuum-blocks-iiest-expansion-plan/cid/1310157 

 

 

1991 BATCH GIFTS BASKET 

BALL COURT  
 

Somnath Sinha Roy |  1987 ARCH 

The 1991 batch met Anirban Gupta (HoD-Civil), Sudip Roy (Dean), 
Biman Bandyopadhyaya (Registrar) for an important meeting to 
start Basket Ball Court at college campus.  1991 batch is gifting this 
to our beloved college. 
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VISIT TO AUSTRALIA’S 

NATIONAL MUSEUM 

Subir Chowdhury |  1971 CE 
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THE JAPAN JOURNAL-PART 2 

Amitabha Das |  1997 EE 

A month ago, I made my maiden trip to Japan, a country that has 
been long on my bucket list.  Many of my friends asked me about my 
impression of the land of the rising sun, and I decided to finally post 
it today.  

Those who have visited Japan may compare notes (and it is fine to 
disagree) while those who didn’t, may find some reasons for packing 
their bags soon. 

I visited three cities, namely Nagoya, Tokyo and Kyoto and Japan is 
way beyond these three, so I am confident that I will be on this lovely 
island soon again. 

The cleanliness: 

Everyone has heard about the Japanese obsession for hygiene and 
cleanliness. From cleaning the players’ dressing room to the entire 
gallery of a football stadium during the world cup, they do have a 
thing for keeping everything tidy.  The streets and the buildings, the 
hotel rooms and the bathrooms, everything is pretty spotless. But 
to be honest, coming from Singapore, there was no major surprise 
on this front. I found most parts of Japan as good as Singapore 
(barring Little India). in fact, I might put Singapore ahead of Tokyo 
and Kyoto in terms of cleanliness, but they are all far above average. 

The development: 

I have always maintained that Japan is Asia’s only traditionally 
developed country. The likes of Singapore, Hong Kong and maybe 
even Seoul have developed drastically over the last 2 decades but 
Japan had evolved as a developed nation way before the 
terminology came in. Development, to me, is as much about 
buildings, roads, and infrastructure as it is about culture and 
civilization. Tokyo is as developed as any major city in the developed 
world, but what stands out in Japan is how that development has 
actually progressed beyond urban areas. You may be on your way to 
Kyoto by the super fast Shinkanshen and you will see green fields 
and hills which bring out the beauty of mother nature far away from 
the city.  But what will absolutely stun you is when between those 
barren fields 250 kms away from the city, you will see a massive 
super market or a huge bowling alley or a glitzy Nightclub.  And 
however far you are from the city, there are always perfect roads 
and cars all along the train line.  That is something I haven’t seen in 
any other country. Forget India, where 250 kms away from the city 
you might find a village with no electricity or see people riding 
bullock carts, but even in most parts of Europe one wouldn’t see 
what I consistently saw in Japan. 

The Hotels: 

This is one part which is not entirely positive.  Before visiting Japan I 
would not have believed that hotel rooms can really be this small. Of 
course, I was looking for budget hotels so I can blame myself for 
some of it.  But when you pay USD 120 and stay in an 11 sq m room, 
you are unlikely to be much impressed.  But once that reality settles 
in, you find the positives in the hotel room.  The bed is immensely 
comfortable, the sheets & towels are as clean as new, the TV is 
always flat screen HDTV and every bathroom has a bath tub 
(although I feared that if I sit in, I might get stuck).  The toiletries, 
the gadgets and the water heater are all flawless.  Add to that the 
fact that every toilet seat comes with the functions of posterior 
cleansing with adjustable water temperature, the angle of spray, 
pressure of spray, air temperature to dry and a choice of deodorizer.  
Indians would be justifiably delighted that someone else shares their 
obsession of water cleansing their rear-end, but your jaw will truly 
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drop when you find out where the Japanese have taken this old 
habit through sheer technical innovation. 

The landscape: 

Japan is immensely beautiful in every aspect. From the gorgeous 
countryside and green fields to sophisticated modern towers and 
buildings, to heritage castles and historical sites, to towering 
mountains and volcanoes, Japan has diversity many countries can 
only dream of.  And its ability to maintain things immaculately and 
its desire to rebuild everything after apocalyptic calamities are 
undeniably impressive. 

All this makes Japan somewhat different, but every country has its 
own set of special features.  And every single country is beautiful in 
its own way.  

But if I was asked, what is it that makes Japan a country completely 
different from any other in the world, I would point towards two 
things; 

The people 

The food 

Each of these deserves a special write up and that is exactly what I 
will do.  A special section on Japanese food and Japanese people is 
coming up soon.  Meanwhile, here are some selected photos from 
this amazing ‘Land of the rising sun’! 

 

 

 

GUIDELINES FOR PUBLISHING ARTICLES 

IN ALUMNI LINK 

 

The following guidelines are followed in accepting any write-ups 
for publication: 

1.  Please send your comments and relevant information/materials 
for publication to alumnilink3@gmail.com and write “Alumni Link" 
in the subject line 

2.  Comments, observations, and suggestions about any alumni 
activities and IIEST, Shibpur are welcome. 

3.  Contribution in the form of stories, poems, sketches, cartoons, 
travelogues, essays, etc. are highly appreciated. 

4.  Contents are accepted in English or Bengali. 

5.  All write-ups (both Bengali and English) should be in MS-Word 
format (no PDF)  

 a.  Font and size: Adorsholipi (9pt) for Bengali and Verdana 
(9pt) for English  

 b.  Bengali typing software: Avro Keyboard (in MS Word) 

 c.  Poems/ songs/quotations Font (that are part of the articles, 
not stand-alone content): Adorsholipi in italics (9pt) 

 d.  Alignment: Justify or aligned with left margin 

6.  NOTE for Bengali Font: 

 a.  Set the typing parameters before editing/typing.  Avro may 
be associated with some bugs while transforming fonts and it may 
fail to change the fonts later; please use this caution to avoid 
retyping. 

 b.  Set font to Adorsholipi and size 9 point before typing 
starts.  Avro uses Vrinda by default. 

 c.  Please refrain from using English words as much as 
possible in a Bengali write-up and too many such use i.e. inability to 
translate English to Bengali may lead to rejection of the content. 

 d.  When it is absolutely required to put English fonts in 
Bengali write-up, please use Verdana 9pt font. 

 e.  Do not use multiple spaces/tabs between words; use 
default paragraph margins for typing and two spaces at the start of 
each new sentence.  Please do not change the line indents. 

 f.  Save files in .doc (or .docx format. MS Word sometimes 
fails to retain formatting after closure of document and you are 
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responsible to choose appropriate version (2003 etc.) as long as 
your formatting is not disrupted when you convert the document to 
a PDF. 

7.  Personal and professional accomplishments that you want to 
share with your fellow alums are encouraged.  Please refrain from 
using this forum to promote personal propaganda or business. 

8. Local news, Batch news, event announcements and 
event/chapter reports are most welcome. 

9.  If you are looking for help to promote institutional or Alumni 
interest you may reach out via this forum 

10. We solicit any entry that is appropriate for the IIEST (student, 
faculty and alumni) community. 

11. We will publish the write-ups as long as the message does not 
attack anyone personally and/or contain any apparent political 
agenda 

12. Electronic newsletters are published quarterly. The Alumni Day 
Edition will have the print version. 

13. Please come up with your original article that is not published or 
available with the same content in the web or print version; Alumni 
Link is an exchange forum for Alumni and not a “College news”. 

14. You may submit your articles anytime during the year and if it is 
associated with any seasonal notion, mention that in the subject 
when you want to see it published. 

15. There will be an ‘Opinion’ Section where alumni can voice their 
views for the betterment of the institute and her communities.  
Alumni are requested to maintain proper decorum and 
professionalism and not use this as a forum to promote any personal 
agenda.  The Alumni Link Editorial Team reserves the right to 
exclude/modify the content.  Editorial Team would seek permission 
from the writer if he/she agrees with the changes and the writer 
would have the option to withdraw the write-up if he/she does not 
like the changes. There will be a provision to include the e-mail 
address and/or phone number which is optional. Ideally any Alumni 
(GAABESU Member/Non-Member), Faculty, Staff or Student can 
submit his/her opinion. However we do not encourage any Alumni 
Link Editorial Team Member (and EC Members too) to write in the 
opinion section as there may be a conflict of interest. Neither 
GAABESU Executive Committee nor Alumni Link Editorial team is 
responsible for the opinions expressed in this section. 

16. Editorial team reserves the ultimate right to edit/accept/reject 
any entry. 

 

 
OBITUARIES 

 

Dr. Nripendra Chandra Sinha, 1950 CE 

Dr Nripendra Chandra Sinha (born on 01/02/1929) has left us for 
heavenly abode on 15th September, 2018.  

He was an alumnus, professor and head of the Civil Engineering 
Department (1984-1989) of the erstwhile Bengal Engineering 
College, Shibpur. 

Dr Anirban Gupta |  1983 CE 

 

Amal Kumar Dam, 1962 CE 

I write to inform you all that Amal Kumar Dam, 1962 Civil left for 
heavenly abode at 7:55 PM this (15 September 2018) evening at 
Calcutta Heart Clinic and Hospital, Salt Lake. 

Amalda suffered a cerebral stroke around same time last evening at 
B E College Ex-Students' Club when final of Club Card Competition 
was going on. He was immediately taken to hospital by club 
members who were present at that time. CT Scan detected 
haemorrhage in brain. He was kept under close watch at CCU. 
Doctor apprehended possibility of increase of haemorrhageand was 
extremely worried for history of another two cerebral stroke 
previously. This morning doctor gave up hope as haemorrhage 
spread all over the brain. End came at 7:55 PM. 

Amalda used to leave with Boudi, Sila Dam in his flat at Labony 
Estate, Salt Lake. 

He worked in PWD, Govt. of West Bengal and retired on 
superannuation in 1997 as Superintending Engineer. Major part of 
his service career was in roads sector. He worked in HRBC for 
sometime on deputation. 

He was a member of The Institution of Engineers (India), Indian 
Roads Congress, GAABESU, B E College Ex-Students' Club, BECAA 
57-61, West Bengal Government Pensioners' Association. He used to 
take very active part in activities of BECESC, particularly in cultural 
programmes, drama, literary and library activities. 

He was very fond of travelling within and outside the country and 
wrote a few books with experience of his travelling. 

I pray for his soul to rest in peace and also express my sympathy for 
Boudi to bear the loss and pray for her to gain and courage to face 
the situation and go ahead.. 

Syama Prasad Datta |  1967 CE  
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Dhruves Chandra Chakravarti, 1967 ME 

Our friend and B E College batch mate Dhruves Chandra  Chakravarti 
1967 Mechanical breathed his last at around 8:00AM this (11 
September 2018) morning. I was deeply shocked when my friend 
Jahar Ranjan Sarkar informed me over phone.  He was not keeping 
well for sometime. 

Dhrubes was very popular among his friends and was a regular in 
get-togethers of 1966-67 batch. His wife Anubha, also an Architect 
of same batch from B E College (1968), worked in PWD, Government 
of West Bengal and retired on superannuation as Chief Government 
Architect.  

I wish to offer my condolences to Anubha and members of her 
family. 

I pray for soul of my friend to rest in peace. 

Syama Prasad Datta |  1967 CE  

Shelly Adhikari, 1998 CST 

With great sadness, we are to announce the untimely death of Shelly 
Adhikari, a dear fellow ex-student of Bengal Engineering & Science 
University (formerly B E College), graduated from the class of 1998 
in Computer Science & Technology. He was on vacation in a North 
California beach, almost 3 hours from his residence in San Jose, 
when a terrible rip-tide swept him away from the shore and 
drowned him before any rescuer could get to him. At the time of his 
death, his wife, Madhubanti, and his 9 year old son, Abhiru, were 
also at the beach with him. Shelly and Mdhubanti had been married 
for last 17 years. Their only son, Abhiru, is a brilliant student. The 
lovely family was not only closely-knit but also mostly reticent in 
local social circle. This has made the tragic incidence more 
unbearable and overwhelming to the family, who are now forced to 
be on their own for the first time in life mostly by themselves. 

Shelly came to study in BEC from Farakka, where he grew up with 3 
siblings and raised by caring parents. He was a soft-spoken person 
and a brilliant student of Computer Science & Technology. His 
passion in life was science & technology. As we came to know from 
his wife that his devotion to Physics and Computer Programming 
was still going strong even after spending almost 20 years in the 
field. He was hopeful about creating a break-through solution in 
Physics through his last research paper. 

Koushik Chakrabarty |  1998 CST 

 

 

 

Bholanath Pal, 1976 ETC 

 

With a Heavy Heart we are informing Sudden Demise of our beloved 
Bholanath Pal (B.N. PAL). He passed away in a hospital in Bangalore 
on Thursday (February 15th 2018) evening. He was suffering from a 
deadly disease for the last few months. May his soul rest in peace. 
His life will continue to be an inspiration for many of us.  

BN PAL India’s true Electronic-product tech-leader served Mother 
India through his path-breaking Technology Leadership in bringing 
benefits of Technology to Indian masses. During Pre-mobile era, his 
leadership on developing Indian’s own Smartcard-payphones, 
leading to famous STD/ISD booth concept revolutionized 
communication scenario of rural and semi-urban India. 

Realizing the pain of accessing one’s own-money, his next attempt 
was to bring 24X7 Banking to India by developing India’s first 
Indigenous ATM and through shared ATM Payment Network 
concept “Swadhan”. After successfully setting up Motorola 
Software unit in Tokyo as Founding MD, he returned to India with a 
mission to serve once again vast population of underprivileged India 
using emerging Technology platforms like UIDAI AADHAAR, BBNL’s 
NOFN, RBI/ NPCI’s AePS/ IMPS/UPI for Direct Benefit transfers and 
to ensure subsidies reach to needy without any leakage. 

He is Founder of a startup “Srishti ESDM” to pursue his dream of 
serving the nation’s dream of “Digital India”. Srishti’s innovation of 
AAPNA SEVA (rebranded as PayHind) received accolades in 2015 
from President of India Pranab Mukherjee at Rashtrapati Bhavan as 
top10 innovation for Intel’s Innovate for Digital India programme.  

He passed away on 15th February 2018 in a brief and severe disease 
at Bangalore. 

A true family man full of positive energy, he was friendly, gentle, 
kind, ethical and disciplined while maintaining an impeccable sense 
of humor. His prime hobby was gardening, and the setup currently 
at his home was something he took great pride in. 

He is greatly missed by family member, relatives, friends and 
professionals. 

Arabinda Roy |  1976 ETC 
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Pabitra Purkayastha, 1953 ME 

Pabitrada (Purakayastha), Mechanical 1953, passed away at around 
2:30PM (IST) on 07 August 2018 at his Salt Lake residence. 

He is survived by his wife, son, daughter and a host of relatives and 
friends. 

He was suffering from various ailments for old age for quite 
sometime but was fully mentally alert till the time of his demise 
shortly after lunch. He had a special interest in literature and 
particularly in writings of Rabindranath Tagore. When his very close 
friend Late Bipul Bardhan Ray, Civil 1953, started translating songs of 
Rabindranath in English in his last days of life, Bipulda used to send 
the draft to Pabitrada for his concurrence.  

Other very close friends of his batch were Late Prof. Dhruba Nath 
Ray, Late Satya Mukherjee, Late Pratul Kumar Datta, former E-in-C 
and EO Secretary PWD, GoWB. 

His younger brother Shri Prodyut Purakayastha is an alumnus of B E 
College (Civil 1960) who worked in PWD, GoWB. 

I pray for his soul to rest in peace. 

Syama Prasad Datta |  1967 CE  

Amal Chandra Sarkhel, 1954 CE 

Amal Chandra Sarkhel, Civil 1954 from BE College breathed his last at 
around 9:20PM yesterday (15 July 2018).  
 
Amalda worked in PWD, Government of West Bengal for a long 
period till his retirement on superannuation in the rank of Engineer-
in-Chief. Major part of his service was in Roads sector. When he was 
Executive Engineer he was inducted in HRBC on deputation for 
construction of the Second Hooghly Bridge. He worked in HRBC in 
different capacities including Chief Project Manager and Vice 
Chairman. After retirement he worked in HRBC for sometime and 
also in DGHC (Dajeeling Gorkha Hill Council). 
 
Amalda was a very active member of Indian Concrete Institute and 
held the post of Vice President (East) and President. He was 
unmarried. He left behind a host of relatives, friends and well 
wishers.  
 
I convey my respect for him and pray for his soul to rest in peace. 
 

Syama Prasad Datta |  1967 CE  

 

 

 

 

Nirmalendu Banerjee, 1959 CE 

 

 

Ѿগ κত িনম κেলр ুবҝানাΝজκর (1959, িসিভল) Ѽিৃতর উেгেশҝ Ϝдা জানােত 
আমরা শকুоলা পাকκ এবং আেশ পােশ থাকা িব. ই. কেলজ ϕাЅনীরা 
এক সাсҝ আসের Ϝী পিরেতাষ মাΝজ-দার (1956, িসিভল) বািড়েত িমিলত 
হেয় িছলাম। িনম κেলр ুদার ফেটায় মালা পিরেয় তারঁ Ѿগ κত আЮার ϕিত 
Ϝдা িনেবদন করা হয়। অতҝо অসুѸা Ϝীমতী বҝানাΝজκেক হΦ ইল έচয়াের 
কের আসের িনেয় আসা হেয়িছল। সকেলর পϠ έথেক তােঁক সমেবদনা 
জািনেয় ভিবষҝেত সব রকম সাহােযҝর ϕিতᅂিত έদওয়া হয়। 

Bimalendu Som  

 

Dr. Biswa Nath Dutta, 1969 ME 

 

Dr. Biswa  Nath Dutta, popularly known as BND, one of the finest 
professors of Fluid Mechanics breathed his last on 3rd September, 
2018 at 3:30 a.m.  He was suffering from lung cancer. 

RIP Bishu, our auld batchmate 

The upper class counting, though not full as yet 
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Tarry a while, we won"t be long 

To fill our cup and sing last song.......... 

Prasad Ranjan Das |  1969 ARCH 

 

Raghu Ram Pasad, 1981 Architecture  

Raghu, our class mate in Architecture 1981 batch passed away 
passed away on September 25th in Bangalore. He is survived by his 
wife and son, Atul. 
 
Raghu was a soft spoken and very well behaved person in college.  
Although he was a Kannad, being brought up in Kolkata made him 
more of a Bengali than anything else. While he was generally a non 
drinker and stayed away from drugs , but he was always 
found  snuggling among the ranked ‘ bad boys of Archi ‘ and a party 
to their misdeeds, wherever and whenever. 
 
After graduation in Architecture from B. E. College , he completed 
his Masters from IIT KGP; subsequently joined CMDA Kolkata and 
worked there for many years , before shifting to Bangalore some 
years back. 
 
Memories tends to haze a little bit but he was always among us in all 
our brazen faced activities in college , although he was 
temperamentally very different.  I happen to meet him once in 2012 
while on an official trip to Bangalore.  We did a lot of catching up of 
the last thirty years and strolled around in Brigade Road grabbing a 
dinner at Coconut groove.  
 
Let’s all pray for the departed soul.  
 

                    Sunando Dasgupta 1981 ARCH 
 

 On behalf of everyone at GAABESU, we offer our sincere 
condolences to their families and friends. We pray for the eternal 
peace of the departed souls. 
 
 
 

 

11TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF 

GAABESU  
 
 
The 11th Annual General Meeting of GAABESU was held on Saturday, 
8th September, 2018 at 04.00 p.m. in the Alumni Seminar Hall. 
 
The Items of Agenda for the Meeting were as follows: 
 

1. Welcome address by President/Secretary;  

2. To receive, consider and confirm the proceedings of the 10th 
Annual General Meeting;  

3. To receive, consider and adopt the Annual Report of the 
Executive Committee for 2017-18; 

4. To receive, consider and adopt the Audited Accounts for the year 
2017 – 18;  

5. To appoint an Auditor and fix his/her remuneration for the year 
2018-19;  

6. To place the document “Guidelines for GAABESU Executive 
Committee Election”; 

7. To Place document “GAABESU Strategic Planning”; 
8. To consider Resolutions brought forward by the Executive 

Committee and individual members, if any; 
9. To consider any other item(s) with permission of the chair;  
10. Vote of Thanks by Working President; 

 
 

 
 
 

 


